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Gray’s-Inn, April 27, 1754. 





— ~ Gratie decentes 
Alterno Terram quatiunt Pede.—— 
Hor. 


OF SSR) CELEBRATED French Critic has given it 


Time to Time, Sacrifice tothe Graces , there- 
by beautifully infinuating, that Writers 
fhould endeavour to fafhion their Minds 
into an elegant Way of Thinking, which 





Sentiment and Expreffion. neff facundis Gratia diétis is the 
Phrafe, by which an Author of T'afte has fignified a Polifh and 
Refinement in a Performance ; and indeed among the Antients 
in General, it is this peculiar Grace, this genteel Manner of con- 

ceiving 








182 THE GRAY’s INN JOURNAL No.3. 


ceiving and expreffing their Thoughts, that has made their Pro- 
ductions the Admiration of Ages; and thofe have been ac- 
counted claffic Writers among the Moderns, who have fucceeded 
beft in imitating the Greek and Roman Orignals. 


Fuxt of thefe Reflections I retired to reft a few Nights fince, 
when, in the Hours of Sleep, my bufy Imagination perfued the 
fame Tract of Contemplation, and prefented to me the follow- 
ing Scene. I dreamt that an Order was iffued out from the 
High-Court of Parnaffus requiring the immediate Attendance 
of all the Inhabitants of the Place at a SacRIFICE TO THE 
Graces, according to an anniverfary Inftitution in Honour of the 
Day, in which Apollo flew the Python. For this Purpofe the three 
lovely Sifters walked together, interchanging in theirWay mutual 
Glances of Cordiality and Affection, to an elegant Fdifice 
raifed by Inigo Fones; each had in her Hand Mr. Hogarth’s Ana- 
lyfis of Beauty; They placed themfelves on an eminent Altar 
in fuch amiable Attitudes, as have not been equalled on any 
of our Theatres, fince the Manager of Drury-Lane Houfe with. . 
drew a certain Lady from the public Eye. 


As foon as the Goddeffes were thus ptepared for the Solemnity, 
Apollo, in all the Pride-of manly Beauty, advanced to the Altar, - 
and paid his Adoration. This done, the Mufes came forward 
in Proceffion, and, after proftrating themfelves in a refpectful 
Manner, they mixed together in a Dance and fung Hymns of 
Praife in Honour of the Graces. Ducunt Choreas, 8 Carmina 
dicunt. The whole poetic Region was exhilerated at the found, 
and every Thing, that before looked beautiful, feemed to glow 
with additional Charms. 


As foon as this Part of the Ceremony concluded, a Trumpet 
founded three Times, as a Signal for Men of Genius to make 
their Approach; and inftantly a Grecian Band appeared. The 
moft remarkable among them were Homer, Socrates, Plato, Sopho- 
cles, and Longinus, Ariftotle having fend Word that he was en- 
gaged in a Sy/ogifm and could not attend. Socrates began im- 
mediately to dance before the Altar, and Plato ey’d him with 
a ftedfad Look. Longinus, having acquitted himfelf in the 
due Forms of Veneration, fixed his Attention on Homer, and 
Sopbacles with a polite Addrefs gave the Goddeffes a Paper to 
perufe. This I obferved they did with Marks of Approbation, 
and 1 foon after learned that it was a Propofal from the Reve- 
rend Mr. Franklin for a Tranflation of Scphocles into Englifh. 


LUCRE- 
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LUCRETIUS was Leader of the next Divifion; he 
thanked the Graces for having fcattered fo many Flowers amid 
the Thorns, which fhoot up in his Part of Parnaffus. Terence, 
who was always an elegant Ob/erver of Forms, feemed to receive 
great Delight from beholding fo much Beauty, and he preferred 
his Prayer with the utmoft Purity of Diction. 


Tue Pofture in which Tully placed himfelf recalled to my 
Mind the Defcription of him in the Temple of Fame. 


Gath’ring his flowing Robe he feemed to fiand , 
In AG to fpeak, and graceful wavd bis Hand. 


He declared in a flowing Stile, that ** from an Habit of fur- 
“¢ veying the Beauty of external Objects, the Mind makes an ea- 
“¢ fy Tranfition to the Fitnefs, the Order, and Regularity of it’s 
€¢ own inward Frame, and from a View of outward Decorum it 
begins to require the fame Correctnefs and Elegance in its 
own Operations; ftudioufly careful not to think or do any 
“ Thing unhandfomely, from whence refults that Grace of Cha- 
‘¢ yaéler, which is, in its very Nature, highly eligible and Praife- 
“¢ worthy. 


ce 


46 


VIRGIL came forward with a modeft Mien, and great 
Regularity in his Motion. He defired to pafs all his Time 
with the Graces and the Mu/es; and bowing refpecttully thanked 
the Graces for that elegant Simplicity, the Molle atqué facetum, 
which they had conferred upon him. He then retired to a 
laureate Shade, where he almoft hid himfelf in illuftrious Eafe. 
Statius, Lucan, and Silins Italicus endeavoured to walk in the fame 
Path after him, and fometimes they even aimed at his Foot- 
fteps, but an aukward ftrut in their Gate rendered it impracti- 
cable. ‘The Goddeffes told Ovid that they were forry they could 
not follow him into Exile. At the Approach of Horace, Venus, 
and all the laughing Loves, fmiled with peculiar Pleafure 7- 
bullus was received with every Token of Affection, and, before 
he withdrew, he begged Leave to introduce Mr Hammond to 
their Prefence, which was granted, and accordingly Mr. Ham- 
mond had the Honour of kiffing their Liands. 


Arrter this a Paufe enfued in the Rites, occafioned by the 
Delay of feveral Monks and Fathers, to whom a Summon had 


been fent commanding their Attendance. [hey were all in a 
Clufter at the Foot of Parnaffus, and they «< {.cneth returned 


for anfwer, that they did not chufe to worfhip fauie Deities. After 
fuch 
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fuch a Declaration, it was with Surprize I beheld a Popifh Bifhop 
lay afide his Mitre, and venerate the Pagan Goddefies. Upon 
enquiring his Name, I found this Perfonage to be the cele- 
brated Vida. He was followed by Era/mus, Strada, Bobours, 
and feveral French Fe/uits, who were at length joyned by 
Boileau, and La Fontaine, The former had a Degree of Seve- 
rity mixed in his Smiles, and the latter was all Quicknefs, Viva- 
city and Wit. In Imitation of Tibullus, they begged Leave to 
prefent their Friends, and accordingly, Young, Garth, Prior, and 

Gay were introduced. | 


SHAKESP EAR and Milton, came down from the higheft 
Eminence in Parnajffus, to pay their Refpects. Dryden had not 
Money to procure a fufficient Quantity of Frankincence, but the 
Graces accepted the Intention forthe Deed, convinced by feveral 
Touches in his Works that no one had a finer Senfe of Beauty. 
Mr. Pope advanced with his Eyes fixed upon Homer, who was then 
in Company with Virgil, His Look was thoughtful, but bright, 
and he delivered himfelf in the moft harmonious Numbers. _4/. 
difon followed clofe at his Heels, and he delivered himfelf in his 
peculiar Manner of giving good Senfe the Air of fmall Talk. 
He obferved how much Good- Humour added to the Beauty 
of the Graces, and he was pleafed to fee them without any fafhion- 
able Edifice of Hair on their Heads, and free from any enor- 


mous Cucle of the Hoop. 


By this Time a general Whifper began to ran through all 
the Ranks, owing (as I ioon perceived) to the Appearance of 
Dr. Swift, who approached with fome Marks of Reluctance. As 
he drew nearer he fucked in his Cheeks, and the Goddefies turned to 
each other with a Smile. Upon his making an Apology for fome 
Strokes in his Works, they affured him that they could over- 
look thofe Singularities, on Account of his other admirable 
Qualities, and they added, that what was formerly granted to 
Virgil, fhould be in fome Meafure allowed to him, viz. Zo to/s 


about bis Dung with an Air of Gracefulne/s. 


Lorp Shaft/bury was ready to yield all Veneration to three 
Goddeffes, who ,jhad always warmed his l’ancy with the brighteft 
Ideas. This noble Writer was fucceeded by the Lord Viicount 
Belinbroke, who declared himfelf an i:nemy to all Forms of 
Worfhip ; He avowed at the fame Time, that he was rea- 
dier to pay Adoration to thofe bright Exiftencies, than to 


the God of Mofes, or the Ged of Pau/,on which Topics he haran- 


gued 
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rangued with a Rowl of Periods, in which, if he did not advance 
the ftrict Truth, he deferved at leaft to be called, in the Words 
of a witty Satyrift, a polite Apoftate for God’s Grace to Wit. 


His Lordfhip withdrew, and I then perceived fome certain 
modern Periodical Effay-Writers entering the Temple; They 
approached the Altar witha College Mien, and a pompous Af- 
feétation of learned Induftry. Though there was no Deficiency 
_ of Senfe in what they delivered, their Stile appeared too elaborate, 
and their Words frequently formed an exotick Dialeé of adven- 
titious Phrafes, by which Means all Eafe was difcarded from 
their Writings; and where Eafe is wanting, Grace will be al- 
ways deficient, 


E-MBOLDENED by the Example of my Brother Writers, me- 
thought, I approached the Altar, but I was told by Eupbrefine, 
that I advanced with rather too great an Air of Negligence, 
and the Goddefs advifed me to avoid having an Air of Thought- 
leffnefs, while I endeavoured to appear carelefs. I was fo ftung 
with this Reproach, that my Repofe was inftantly difturbed, 
and, when awakened, I pleafed myfelf in. the Reflection that the 
whole was but a Dream. 

W. 


LA ZAZA Z HB HT ID ee Bek Se te Bae eS ee eB eR eS aes 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my own Apgrtment, April 25. 

HIS Morning I received a Meffage-Card, the Contents of which 

were as follows. ‘* Mr. Shuter’s beft Refpeéts to the Author of the 

“© Gray's Inn ‘fournal; he takes this Opportunity to inform Mr. Ranger 

“¢ that the new dramatic Entertainment, which he mentioned in his laft, is 

‘© called the CON) UROR, and is to be acted for the firft Time on Friday 

«¢ the roth of Aday, at the Theatre Royal in Covent Garden; as the Piece 

*s itfelf is a new Species of the Drama, Mr. Shuter thinks he will be able 

‘<¢ in his Part, to entertain the Audience with feveral new Strokes of Hu- 

«© mour, and he therefore hopes for the Favour of Mr. Ranger’s Company 
“© on the above Night. ” 


The Green Room 25 April, 1754. 


Iw thefe gloomy Days, when poor Comedy is neglected, and nothing 
but Tragedy dares afcend the Stage, I fhall be glad torelax my Mufcles 
with the Conjurer and Mr. Shuter’s excellent comic Force, and therefore 
he may depend on my being prefent on the faid Day. 

Macklin’s 
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Macklin’s, 26 April, 


Will's Coffec-Houfe formerly fixed the Seat of Poetry and Criticifm in 
this Part of the Town ; fince that Houfe has been fhut the Mufes were 
obliged to ftroll about ; but at prefent there feems to be a Gleam of Hope, 
that they may be happily recalled to this Quarter of the World again, as 
the Critics of Tafte and Erudition frequently affemble in this Place, in 
Order to fettle the true Criterions of Wit, Humour, Pathos, &¢. The 
new Tragedy of Creufa, Queen of Athens, has been the Subject of their 
Enquiry for fome Evenings, and the Refult is, that a better Piece has not 
been produced fora long Time; that the Story is interefting and well- 
conduéted, the fourth Act particularly fine, that in fome Scenes the A&ing 
is very touching, and that Mifs Macklin, by appearing in the Character 
ef the young Prince, is no inconfiderable Addition to the Piece. 


Bedford Coffee- Houfe 25th, April. 


Yefterday at Noon it was currently reported that Doctor Hil] had got 
ane Subfcriber to his Book upon God and Nature, but fuch is the Degene- 
racy of the Times, we can now aflure the Public that the faid Report is 
entirely without Foundation. 

Jonathan's, Change Alley, 24 April 


At a Meeting of feveral Stock-Jobbers, Children of Jrael, &c. held 
here this Day. 


Facob Zorobabel, in the Chair. 


It was unanimoufly refolved to fupport the Election of a certain Candi- 
date, on Account of his Attachment to our Caufe in the laft Parliament. 
His Zeal upon that memorable Occafion, and the Contempt he fhewed 
the City-Petition at Veftminfier, deferve our warmeft Acknowledgments, 
and we are therefore determined to procure him as many Votes, as we can 
influence. Our Friends are defired to aflemble on the Day of Eleétion, 
in Dukes-place, from whence they are to march in a Body to the Poll, 
with Cockades in their Hats, and this Motto, Ut Zdificentur Muri ‘ferufa- 
lem, that the Walls of Ferufalem may be rebuilt, and the following Gentle- 
men are defired to fignify this our Refolution to the faid Candidate. 


Abraham Salvadore, Feremiah Tubal. 
Aaron Franeo, Lancelot Gobbo, 
Mbofes Aminidab. Solomon da Cofta. 
Adolphus Lopez, Facob Limri, 
‘Fofephus Shylock, Melchizidec Mammon. 


eo 





Trinted for W. FADEN in Wine-Office-Court, Fleet-ftreet, and 
{. BOUQUET in Pater-Nofter-Row, where may be had the 
torme Numbers. 

\. By At the End of the Year will be printed a Title, Contents, and 

Tranflation of the Zatin Quotations. 
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